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Dear vine growers, dear winemakers,  

This brochure is a comprehensive template for the introduction of a Biodiversity Action Plan for 
viticulture. It is the result of the ~Partnership for biodiversity protection in viticulture fk Brolmb­ 
project. The brochure compiles the biodiversity knowledge of more than 70 growers and of the 
project team. The possibility of introducing a Biodiversity Action Plan is available to all vine 
growers all over Europe as a result of the partnership. 

The Biodiversity Action Plan is a road map for biodiversity improvement on farm level. It is a 
catalogue of possible measures, divided into the different areas of activities, e.g. cultivation and 
production in the vineyard, harvest, bottling etc. By indicating already implemented and further 
possible activities to support biodiversity, every farmer/ wine maker can develop its own 
Biodiversity Action Plan. The 110 measures, most of them tested and applied as best practice for 
years, have been supplemented by research carried out by the partners, making it the essence of 
the Partnership for biodiversity protection in viticulture in Europe.  

This Biodiversity Action Plan and the measures contained therein are applicable to all production 
systems.  

Good luck and enjoy the implementation! 
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The BAP includes 110 small and larger measures. For each measure, a specific goal is determined, 
the measure described, and an indicator or key figure identified. In some cases the measure is 
fulfilled  if a * yes * can be given, for others it is necessary to reach a certain number or proportion. 
The latter can be done in three stages.  

The BAP is structured into 8 sections. Section 1 is mostly fulfilled  when you apply this action plan. 
For the other sections, such as the cultivation and production in the vineyard, ecological 
infrastructures etc. the implementation of some of the measures will take more effort ° but will 
also have a greater benefit for biodiversity.  

Step - Where am I? Mark all actions that are already being implemented in your winery 
and tick them in the baseline column. There will be a few in each farm. 
Congratulations, you have already achieved this much.  

Step  - Everything is possible, but nothing has to be: The conditions for implementing 
the measures differ between wineries and depend on the region, company structure 
and history. Of the 110 measures, only a number might be applicable and useful for 
vineries and vinegrowers over Europe. Mark all measures that can additionally be 
carried out on your farm. This defines your starting position. 

Step - Determine the measures you want to implement and also the year of 
implementation. Depending on the extent and baseline, two to five measures per year 
can be sufficient. With 10 to 15 measures, you can achieve a lot for sustainability and 
biodiversity in five years. 

Step - It does not have to hurt! Start with ­low hanging grapes®) measures which 
convince you of their success and impact. Take enough time for more difficult  
measures, if necessary, go step by step.  

Step - Review: At the end of a year, check if and which measures have been 
implemented and which are still in realization. Maybe you have to readjust the 
schedule or the way the action is implemented. If necessary, measures which cannot 
be implemented must be replaced by another one. 

Step - Inform your customers and guests about your biodiversity measures in your 
annual letter, invoices etc. and thus fulfill  some measures in section 8. 

Instruction for the development of the Biodiversity 
Action Plan (BAP)  

The BAP also exists as an exel file and can be downloaded on the 
homepages of the partners (see last page) 



Biodiversity Action Plan for vine growers  

Area of activity Goal Measures to promote biodiversity  
Indicators 
Key figure 

What 
must be 
achieved 

1 Strategy / Management  

1 Introduce and 
implement concrete 
actions to protect 
biodiversity 

Our vinery has introduced an operational plan in 
which concrete measures for the protection and 
promotion of biodiversity are named, priorities and 
time horizons for the implementation are identified. 

Yes / No Yes 

Improve continuously With the help of the operational plan, we can show 
continuous improvement over the years. 

Yes / No Yes 
2 

2 Cultivation and Production in the Vineyard  

3 

Mixed 
crops/ 
Diversity of 
varieties 

Preserve and protect 
genetic diversity of 
grapes and diversity of 
grape varieties 

We grow several varieties of grapevine. Number of 
varieties 

> 5 

> 10 

4 We grow autochthonous varieties of grapevine. Yes / No Yes 

5 We grow old varieties of grapevine. Yes / No Yes 

6 We grow rare* varieties of grapevine.  
* (View the glossary for explanation) 

Yes / No Yes 

7 We use disease resistant varieties to reduce the use 
of pesticides (if registered in your country; except 
american rootstock/vine fretter resistance). 

Yes / No Yes 

8 We grow several clones of the same variety of 
grapevine. 

Yes / No Yes 

9 We are involved and support a research study about 
"genetic diversity". 

Yes / No Yes 

10 Diversify crop 
cultivation, prevent 
monoculture 

We cultivate other crops on the farm. Number of 
crops 

1 

3 

5 

11 Ground 
cover 
composition 

Promote natural dry and 
semi dry grassland 
 

We keep natural ground cover, with native plants of 
the region. 
 

% of the 
vineyard 
area 

30% 

50% 

100% 

Diversify ground cover 
as much as possible 

Our seed mixtures contain many different 
herbaceous plant species with flowering aspects.  

Number of 
species 
present in  
ground 
cover  

0-12 

12 12°24 

> 24 

13 Promote locally adapted 
plants 

We use seed mixtures with regionally produced 
seeds (autochthonous). 

Yes / No Yes 



Baseline - already 
implemented 
measures 

Additional 
possible 
measures 

Implementation  
year 1 

Implementation 
year 2 

Implementation  
in year 3 

planned achieved planned achieved planned achieved 

 
 



Area of activity Goal Measures to promote biodiversity  Indicators 
Key figure 

What 
must be 
achieved 

14 

Ground 
cover 
composition 
 

Promote rare, endemic 
and endangered plant 
species 

Our ground cover mixture promotes rare plant 
species from the Red List of endangered species - 
either by including in the seed mixture, by 
transferring of seeds from other sites or by sowing 
the mixture loosely, leaving space for natural wild 
flowers. 

Number 1 

2 

> 3 

15 Foster long flowering 
periods as a food 
resource for insects etc.  

Our ground cover mixture has a long flowering 
period. 

Length of 
flowering 
period in 
months  

2 - 4 

5 - 8 

> 8  

16 Promotion of individual 
species: species-rich 
grassland, semi/dry 
grass-lands or open 
ground areas 

We cultivate and use borders and headland in a way 
that supports species. E.g. leave margins and 
headland untreated 

% of the 
border / 
headland 

30% 

50% 

100% 

17 

Ground 
cover 
manage-
ment 

Conservation of small 
animals living on the 
ground 

The ground cover in our vineyard area in only rolled 
or mowed.  

% of 
vineyard 
area 

30% 

50% 

100% 

18 Maintain refuge areas 
during cultivation 

The ground cover between the vines is managed in 
an alternating way, i.e. only in every second row. 

Yes / No Yes 

19 Promote natural ground 
cover and typical 
vineyard plant species 

On our farm, we do not manage ground cover before 
blooming and production of seeds.  

Yes / No Yes 

20 Avoid to damage insects 
and beneficials by 
mowing /rolling 

We reduce the number of ground cover treatment 
(mowing / rolling). 

Yes / No Yes 

21 We roll or mow our ground cover when insects, such 
as  beneficials are less active (morning, evening, 
clammy weather). 

Yes / No Yes 

22 We leave small plots unmowed or unrolled by lifting 
the mower for e.g. 10 meters within the rows. 

Yes / No Yes 

23 When mulching or mowing we make sure that a 
minimum height of 10 cm is left.  

Yes / No Yes 

24 Develop habitats below 
vines  

On our farm, flora below the vine is not managed.  Yes / No Yes 

25 
Tillage 

Allow undisturbed life in 
the soil  

Tillage is only performed superficially. Ploughing 
with turning the soil is not performed.  

Yes / No Yes 

26 

Fertilisation 
manage-
ment 

Improve and control soil 
and water quality 
 

We carry out an annual "farm-gate" related nutrient 
balance.   

Yes / No Yes 

27 We reduce nitrogen intake to a minimum and apply 
a limit of...  

kg N per ha max. 70  

max. 50  

max. 40 



Baseline - already 
implemented 
measures 

Additional 
possible 
measures 

Implementation  
year 1 

Implementation 
year 2 

Implementation  
in year 3 

planned achieved planned achieved planned achieved 



Examples  of  ground  cover  composition  and  

management  

If the surrounding area is rich in natural plant diversity or if the 
vinyard soil still contains seeds of natural plants, then the 
establishment of a  diversified natural ground cover should be the 
prioritised aim.  

Ground cover consisting of only grass helps to protect the soil but has 
less additional effect on soil loosening, humus formation and above 
ground biodiversity. 

In areas where the occurence of natural plants is reduced,  seed 
mixtures should be sown. They should be as diversified as possible: 
leguminous plants or other fertilisng plants, different herbaceaous 
plant species with flowering aspects etc. Special attention should be 
laid on the use of locally adapted plants.  



Area below the vine is not managed. This creates additional habitats 
for plants and animals and refugees  for animals in times where  
ground cover is rolled or mowed.   

The ground cover between the vines is managed 
in an alternating way, i.e. only in every second 

row. 

Headland is not managed and provides 
additional room for natural plants  


